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Welcome to the brand new Algarve Art! Magazine 

A new quarterly online magazine brought to you free of charge to read and enjoy.  

Our aim is simple – to bring together, encourage, and support Algarve-based artists and art of all genres; and to   

showcase and promote art and art events across the Algarve.  

Our definition of art is a broad and encompassing one – we define art as something that is produced by 

human creative skill and imagination, something that is visual and tangible, and hopefully also pleasing 

to the eye! 

We want to cover everything from art and paintings, to ceramics, jewellery, furniture, sculpture, digital art, stained 

glass, mosaics, tile-painting, printing, photography, pyrography, quilting, crafts and gifts .. the list is a long one and 

growing by the month. 

Our quarterly magazine will feature a host of articles and special features on artists here in the Algarve, together with 

information on upcoming events and exhibitions, classes and courses. The second half of our publication will always 

feature an A to Z Directory of Artists, showcasing each individual artist in turn, and giving you the chance to discover a 

whole new online visual gallery of Algarve artists, styles of art, paintings and gifts. 

Our brand new website www.algarve-art.com is also worth a visit if you haven’t already discovered it. When you first 

visit you can request to be added to our Mailing List or you can just e-mail us at a3art@live.co.uk You will be the first to 

know about new events, and artists, and you will never miss an edition of this Algarve Art! Magazine.  

You can find out more about the newly-formed Algarve Society of Artists inside this edition too, and if you are an 

artist .. and you live or work or exhibit regularly here in the Algarve, then why not join us. 

I hope that you enjoy this brand new publication—do let me know what you think .. 

Your Editor, Alyson Sheldrake 

Front Cover Image 

Thank you to the talented Guida Pereira for our fabulous front 

cover image this month. Entitled ‘Respectfully’ it is a beautiful 

painting to grace our first ever front cover. 

You can find out more about Guida and her work on Page 12     

as she is one of our featured artists in this edition, talking about 

her work and eclectic influences. 

 

Check out her page on our website for more information 

Algarve-Art/Guida-Pereira 

And you can also visit her own website via the link here 

www.guidapereira.com 

 

Copyright © 2017 The artists featured in this publication retain the full copyright for their own work. Articles or images may not be downloaded, reproduced, 

copied, projected or used in any way without the express written permission of the artist concerned and/or Algarve-Art. All Rights Reserved.  

Editor: Alyson Sheldrake Address: Bela Vista, 8400-669 Parchal, Algarve Portugal. E-mail a3art@live.co.uk Telephone (+351) 91 202 7256  

https://algarve-art.com/art/guida-pereira/
https://www.guidapereira.com/
https://algarve-art.com/art/guida-pereira/
https://www.guidapereira.com/
https://algarve-art.com/
https://www.facebook.com/AlgarveArtists/
https://twitter.com/AlgarveArtists
mailto:a3art@live.co.uk
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 Welcome to our new venture 

Welcome to the first edition of Algarve 

Art! Magazine - home of the newly 

formed Algarve Society of Artists and 

the new Algarve-Art website 

Our aim is simple – to bring together, encourage, and 

support Algarve-based artists and art of all genres; and 

to showcase and promote art and art events across the 

Algarve. 

Our definition of art is simple – it is something 

that is produced by human creative skill and 

imagination, something that is visual and 

tangible, and hopefully pleasing to the eye! 

We want to cover everything here from art and     

paintings, to ceramics, jewellery, furniture, sculpture, 

digital art, stained glass, mosaics, tile-painting, printing, 

photography, quilting, crafts and gifts .. the list is a long 

one and we are sure to have missed something out … 

(let us know if we have and we will add it!) 

The idea for this came from the creative thinking of  

Alyson Sheldrake, organiser and promoter of this new 

venture: 

“I have been toying with different ideas about how to 

move things forward, since organising and running a 

‘Pop Up Art’ exhibition for 10 artists in the Algarve, 

where I am based, earlier this year. I also wanted to be 

able to draw artists together (no pun intended!) across 

a wide range of art and creative genres, and for some 

time I have also liked the idea of producing a quarterly 

promotional magazine to showcase their work … and of 

course there is always the need for good marketing and 

a strong web presence too.  

I have met many artists out here who do not have their 

own website, so creating something that enabled them 

to have their own unique URL to share with clients and 

customers was also an important consideration for me. 

Being able to showcase a wide range of artists’ work 

and also have somewhere where they can promote their 

own art and craft exhibitions, shows and classes online 

also seemed like a good idea.  

Art can be quite an isolating process and it can be great 

to step out of the studio and go and meet other artists 

and share ideas, tips and stories – and also learn from 

each other too, so adding an element of social get-

togethers and regular networking was important to me 

too.” 

This new art magazine, the Algarve-Art 

website and the new Algarve Society of 

Artists is the result of bringing all of 

these ideas together.  

‘Brusho Kingfisher’ © Tracy-Jane Pooler 
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Member feedback like this makes it all worthwhile: 

“You did an excellent job ....GREAT website! Ab fab idea ....I was busy building /creating a Studio annex 

house the last couple of months and was thinking for what? Maybe I quit with Art      hahaha …         

‘cause how can I quit as it is like breathing for me so you give me hope that there is something to do 

in the Algarve for me, just in time … THANK YOU SO MUCH for bringing this in. Grande abraço.” 

The new Algarve Society of Artists 

brings together, supports  and promotes  artists and art 

of all genres across the Algarve. 

Membership costs only 15€ per annum and includes: 

An exclusive artist page entry on our website  

A two-page full colour listing in each edition of the 

‘Algarve Art!’ magazine 

Algarve Society of Artists Membership Card and 

‘Members Only’ section of our website with Discounts on 

a range of products, and advice and guidance 

A dedicated section on the website exclusively for our 

members to promote their Exhibitions, Shows, Events 

and Open Studios.  

Members Meetings, Workshops and Get-Togethers, and  

Algarve Society of Artists Art Exhibitions and Events 

You can click the link here to find out more information: 

Algarve Society of Artists 

The new www.algarve-art.com website 

is for everyone that loves art and enjoys discovering 

new artists, exhibitions, events, classes and groups.  

The A to Z Directory is designed to help you find new 

artwork for sale - and it will showcase new artists for 

you too. You can discover new styles and genres of art 

- find a graphic designer or mural artist or commission a 

new painting or Pet Portrait - the opportunities in the 

Directory are endless. 

There is a separate Events page on the website which 

promotes and publicises upcoming Exhibitions, Art 

Workshops, Classes and Tuition and Ongoing Events 

like regular Artist Open Studios. 

The website also has a Blog section, which has regular 

articles and features, showcasing new artists, the latest 

events and other art-related Algarve-based initiatives. 

You can click the link here to visit the website: 

 

www.algarve-art.com 

https://algarve-art.com/algarve-society-of-artists/
https://algarve-art.com/
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Meet the sheldrakes 

We thought that you might like to know a little more 

about the founder of the Algarve Society of Artists and 

the editor of this publication Alyson Sheldrake, and her 

husband Dave. 

Since moving out here to the Algarve to live            

permanently over six years ago, they have both been 

steadily and excitingly building up their new careers, 

with Alyson fulfilling her dream to have a home studio 

and to work as a full-time professional artist; and Dave 

to bring forward his dream that one day he would be 

able to work as a professional photographer. 

They first arrived out here and spent an entire winter 

honing their respective skills, with Alyson experimenting 

and painting every day in her studio until her unique 

‘New Wave’ style emerged; and Dave set himself a    

challenge called ‘Portugal 365’ where he set out every 

day with his camera determined to take a photograph 

good enough to post on his newly created Facebook 

page, with the aim of posting every day for a year. 

Their days working in the UK quickly faded into history; 

Dave had retired after serving for over 31 years as a 

Police Officer in the Devon and Cornwall Police, retiring 

as a Sergeant; and Alyson, having served for 13 years 

in the Police, escaped and worked her way up the   

education tree to reach the dizzy heights of a Director 

of Education for the Church of England. 

 

 
 

                                They are indebted to the              

wonderful Holiday Inn Algarve hotel and their Sales 

Director Vicki Good, for inviting Alyson and Dave to host 

their first ever joint exhibition of art and photography 

work for sale at their hotel in Armação de Pêra. The 

hotel, together with its partner hotel, the Hotel 

Carvoeiro Sol, have since hosted numerous exhibitions 

and events for the artistic couple, and they look forward 

to holding more art exhibitions again in the future.  
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You can view more of her work – and even purchase 

new paintings online – via her website: 

Art by Alyson Sheldrake 

 

And of course you can view her portfolio of work on our 

Algarve-Art website—click the logo to view her page: 

Alyson now spends her days painting in her studio, 

where she mainly works on commissions for private and          

commercial clients, using her modern and unique style 

of painting to bring a fresh approach to a wide range of 

Algarve themes and scenes. 

Her art will always contain a representational focal point 

– a boat, nesting storks, a path to the beach – which is 

then enhanced by an almost abstract series of ‘waves’ 

of colour and shape – allowing the viewer to bring their 

own imagination to the picture. This ‘New Wave’      

approach has now become her signature style. 

She also enjoys painting Pet and House Portraits and 

big bold colourful flowers. 

Alyson is available for private commissions and her 

work can also be viewed at her home studio by prior 

appointment. 

‘Girls on the Beach’ © Alyson Sheldrake 

http://artbyalysonsheldrake.com/
https://algarve-art.com/art/alyson-sheldrake/
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Dave is never happier than when he has a camera in his 

hands – especially if he can also combine that with a 

trip out to the West Coast to enjoy the stunning and 

unspoilt beaches of the region. He specialises in      

property photography, events and celebrations, private 

commissions, portraits and commercial work. 

View his online Pricing Brochure here: 

And you can view more of his work, including a range of 

Specialist Brochures covering his different ranges of 

Photography work, via his website  

www.davesheldrakephotography.com  

And click the logo here for his Algarve-Art website page: 

http://www.davesheldrakephotography.com/brochures.html
http://www.davesheldrakephotography.com/
http://www.davesheldrakephotography.com/brochure.html
https://algarve-art.com/photography/dave-sheldrake-photography/
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“In 2003, following a car accident, I 

woke up one day wanting to buy paint 

brushes. I did, and haven't put them 

down since.”  

Guida Pereira crashed into her art … literally. We met 

and interviewed this engaging and inspirational painter 

to find out more about her story and her sumptuous 

abstract art. 

Guida can you tell us a little bit about yourself, 

where you are from, and your background. 

I am a mixed race Chinese and Portuguese self-taught 

painter, born and raised in Macau, China - one of the 

smallest and most unique ethnic communities in the 

world.   

I moved to Canada in the early 80's where I lived for 

seven years before moving to the Algarve. I came here 

with my daughter intending to living stay for just a  

couple of years, but I felt so at home here I never 

looked back and made it my base. These days, I travel 

a lot between the Algarve, Ericeira and London which 

brings me constant inspiration for my work. 

I began painting over 10 years ago as an outlet and it 

brought me such comfort and serenity that I had no 

choice but to continue. 

Tell us about your art and what you specialise 

in / what your passion is. 

Although I'm described as an abstract painter, I like to 

call myself more of an emotional, personal painter. 

I take inspiration from life, my heritage, experiences, 

moods, thoughts and people. In 2003, following a car 

accident, I woke up one day wanting to buy paint 

brushes. I did, and haven't put them down since.   

Painting started as a healing exercise for me, where I 

found a sense of calm putting colour to a blank canvas. 

Twelve years later, I made my passion my profession.  

I realised that it's never too late and even if you don’t 

know what you are supposed to do earlier in life, your 

true calling and purpose might just surprise you later 

on, if you are open to it.  

I believe that if we really listen to ourselves and make 

moves to change when we feel things are not right, we 

are already half way to the path of personal growth. 

Previous Page: ‘Namida’ © Guida Pereira Above: ‘Infinity’ © Guida Pereira 
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What mediums do you work with? How would 

you describe your subject matter? What themes 

seem to occur/reoccur in your work? 

I mostly paint with acrylics and sometimes add paper, 

sand, wood, leaves or whatever I find will bring body to 

my work.   

The themes that I keep going back to route from my 

Asian influences and childhood memories. Expressing 

my thoughts through canvas is almost like a pressure 

release for me - I tell my story or, sometimes even 

someone else's, in an abstract way. 

Can you tell us how you create your work, where 

do you source your ideas from - and how do you 

decide what to do with each painting? 

I usually have a couple of pieces going at the same 

time. There is no real planning nor order, in fact, I find 

order in my own chaos. Inspiration comes to me in 

thought and however I wake up and connect, is the 

canvas I paint. 

How long does each piece take to create? 

This really depends on the size and type of painting I'm 

doing. As I prefer to paint large canvases, it usually 

takes me around 3 weeks if my creativity is flowing 

daily. Other times, it takes me months to complete a 

piece.  

I travel a lot, so when I manage to stay put, I go into 

my quiet space and just paint for hours on end.  In 

those moments, the artwork gets completed quite 

quickly, but when I am travelling, work stops for days 

and it is only when I return to my haven that it just 

pours out. Then, of course, there are the days I just sit 

and nothing comes, so my timing really varies. 

How do you know when you have 'arrived' - 

when the piece you are working on is complete 

and it is time to stop? 

It's simply a feeling. I just know when it's done.  When 

what is in my head translates into what is in the piece, I 

feel it's complete. 

Do you have a mentor? Or who is the most      

influential person in your life in terms of inspiring 

you in your artistic development? 

I find inspiration from all people in my life - friends, 

family and sometimes strangers and their stories.   

Other times it's people's behaviours that inspire me or 

just experienced moments that lead me to a subject to 

paint. 

‘Exposição Blues’ © Guida Pereira 

‘BUDDHA V’ © Guida Pereira 
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What are you currently reading or listening to, 

and which websites do you view to fuel your 

ideas and work? 

I've been trying to finish a Margaret Atwood book for 

months, but I do love Paulo Coelho's work. When I 

paint, I mostly listen to soul, Motown or even classical 

and sometimes I just enjoy silence.  When I have time, 

I do love going through art books too. I love print, but 

the internet is great for me to research new and 

upcoming artists. I usually find a lot of inspiration from 

them through Instagram. 

How do you define 'success' as an artist and 

creator of original work? 

Success as an artist is as simple as somebody smiling or 

reflecting when looking at a painting. That, to me, 

means that somehow my work has touched them and 

that I've connected with them in some manner. As an 

artist, that's my only goal. 

Who - or what - is your inspiration in the art 

world?  

Do you have any artists or designers or         

movements that inspire you? 

I am very passionate about environmental and mental 

health issues. A lot of my work reflects those two    

subjects. One explores the destruction of the planet, the 

other of our souls (minds). Both are very important and 

personal to me.  

As for an artist that inspires me, there are so many … 

but to name a few, I love the work of Basquiat, De 

Kooning, Nuno Santiago, Sanyu, Pollock, Modigliani and 

Sonia Delaunay. 

More than anyone though, my greatest personal       

inspiration is my very close friend Beatriz da Silva, an 

exceptional painter and incredible fashion designer in 

Hong Kong.   

‘Sandbox’ © Guida Pereira 
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When did you start finding your 'voice' in terms 

of your own unique style and processes? 

I am still finding my voice and hopefully that search will 

never end. It's that very journey that inspires me the 

most and makes me really feel alive.    

The only consistent style I have is, I almost always start 

with black as the base of all my work. It's like a story to 

me - it starts in a place of darkness, then light and   

colour start emerging almost naturally. I tend to use a 

lot of golds and reds as well, an unconscious reflection 

of my heritage. 

Looking back, how do you think you have       

progressed as an artist .. what has changed, 

deepened, or become more 'instinctive' for you 

now? 

It feels, to me, that I am still at the beginning of my 

journey. I am just a little bit more confident in my 

strokes and I find that I can better transport my ideas 

onto canvas. This alone is very exciting for me. 

What are your biggest challenges to creating art 

and being an artist and how do you deal with 

them? 

I find it quite difficult to paint upon request, be that a 

subject matter or an idea from someone else. Being a 

personal artist, my creativity usually comes from my 

own thoughts and  experiences, therefore, although I 

do paint for causes, it takes me a lot longer to find my 

voice within a subject chosen by others. 

What do you want your work to do? 

I'd like people to find their own interpretation and   

identity in my work or just find comfort in the presence 

of a piece. As an abstract painter, although there is part 

of my story in every piece, I would love people to find 

their own voice or expression; identify and connect with 

it in their own way. 

Tell us about your favourite places in the Algarve 

where do you like to go to .. unwind and relax ..... 

eat and celebrate ...... be inspired ......  

In the Algarve, my favorite thing to do is as simple as 

just sitting at a beach restaurant enjoying food, weather 

and the serenity of the ocean. I love just being at home 

chilling, being surrounded by my own things that bring 

me memories of my journeys and comfort like a     

blanket. 

What three things never fail to bring you 

pleasure? 

Food, travel and people, also the very same things that 

also bring me great frustrations! 

Do you have a motto? 

Not so much a motto, but I tend to always choose to 

look at the positive side of life, both in people and in 

direction. Even when things are dark and it's easier to 

hate or resent, I tend to dig deeper, and choose the 

positive aspects of people and situations around me.  

Although, most times, this is the harder path to take, I 

find being this way, gives me purpose, peace of mind, 

serenity and happiness. 

Are you involved in any upcoming shows or 

events?  

Yes, I am participating in a collective exhibit in ASCA in 

Almancil and also one in South Korea - both running 

until the end of October. I will then be painting for a 

couple of private clients and preparing for planning 

work into my 2018 calendar. 

 

 

You can find out more about how to contact 

Guida and see more of her fabulous work in her 

entry in our A to Z Directory of artists in this  

magazine. You can view her entry on Page 88 

‘Matter II’  

© Guida Pereira 

‘Matter IV’  

© Guida Pereira 
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Portrait of the artist  

As an ageing woman 

Guest Article by Chris Kelly, Algarve Society of Artists Member 

Painting is an extreme act of political 

aggression! 

Even large, ageing ladies with grey hair and wrinkles 

can splash paint on paper and feel like it's 1968 in Paris, 

the 1980s in London or perhaps, the 1970s in Portugal! 

If you have the opportunity to create something with  

no outside pressure or interference, express something 

without opposition or disagreement, explain your     

feelings without angst or trauma, complete something 

without diversion or lapses, you have absolute freedom.  

I’m a large, ageing lady. I’ve never studied art, I’ve only 

painted a few rooms in my time but that's all, I’ve   

campaigned, resisted, ranted, protested and ‘sat in’ but 

I have never before had the chance to really say what I 

think AND know that it's what I meant, No holds barred.  

Putting paint on paper or canvas is an act of extreme 

political aggression…..But…. no attempt is made to  

coerce, convert, persuade or suppress. On the contrary. 

The only agenda is to provoke. The images produced 

have no agenda apart from provoking a reaction: giving 

pleasure; stimulating interest or memory or thought; 

pleasing or annoying the viewer; puzzling; soothing; 

changing others somehow. 

When I started to paint, I was looking for things to do 

in my retirement. My creativity had always been       

satisfied by work, cooking or gardening. There wasn't 

time for much else.  

I had artistic friends over the years who always        

fascinated me. Some use their art as therapy, others as 

a form of self expression, some because they are paid 

to do it or trained to do it, others simply because it is in 

their blood.  

No-one ever explained to me how political it really is ... 
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“I was the tiny ant about to be trampled 

by these mighty artists.” 

I used what I knew about the art my friends do, I used 

what little I know about art and artists, I used my  

memory of exhibitions I’ve seen and enjoyed and I tried 

to tap into my own needs in order to paint.  

I love the work of Howard Hodgkin, Barbara Hepworth, 

(why are there so few women on my list?), Mark 

Rothko, Salvador Dali, Joan Miró, David Hockney, Rene 

Magritte, Edvard Munch. I could go on, but you get the 

idea. I bought some acrylic paint, some paper and a 

pallet and I got started. I tried landscapes, portraits and 

realised how little I knew about painting. Abstracts were 

IMPOSSIBLE. Tuition was needed! 

I found a week of tuition in Olhão. The abstract painter 

leading the course was an Australian with an impressive 

portfolio and sales to match. A number of working    

artists had accompanied him on the course from      

Australia. I was the tiny ant about to be trampled by 

these mighty artists. Then, they taught me how to free 

my mind. The painting followed. Learning techniques is 

critical to the process but without an open mind, it 

would all go to waste. 

Now, when I paint, I work in my garden, play music, 

look, listen and most importantly, tap into the things 

that have meaning to me, inside. I am stimulated by 

this place and its effect on me. I chose to be here, as 

an immigrant. That makes a difference to how I see the 

world and how I paint.  

Acrylic and mixed media goes onto the paper or canvas 

and my political protest takes shape. Some of my 

friends are literalists. They need to know what the   

image is. They see all sorts of things I haven't intended, 

seen or understood. It doesn't matter at all.             

I’ve provoked them. 

When I realised, I was hooked.  

Chris Kelly 2017 

 
Chris creates strong abstract paintings with depth,   

layers and movement which are inspired by the natural 

beauty of the landscape.  

You can find out more about how to contact 

Chris and see more of her unique work in her 

entry in our A to Z Directory of artists in this  

magazine. You can view her entry on Page 72 

All Images for this article © Chris Kelly 
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Geraldine Tetlow-Sequeira upcycles and 

transforms old and unloved furniture 

giving it a new reloved life ... 

We met her and interviewed her to find out more about 

her fascinating and satisfying creative business here in 

the Algarve, salvaging old and unwanted furniture and 

creating new and beautiful items to love and cherish. 

 

Please can you start by telling us a little bit about 

yourself, where you are from and how you came 

to live and work in Portugal. 

Born in what was then Northern Rhodesia, now Zambia, 

we lived there until I went to senior school in          

Zimbabwe … I had the most amazing childhood … then 

I went to University in Cape Town, surely the most 

beautiful city in the world and from there travelled   

extensively through Egypt, Sinai, Israel and over to 

Greece and the Mediterranean countries, working and 

travelling as so many young people did and still do!  

I came to Portugal prior to fulfilling a job in Majorca, 

met a certain young man and that pretty much was the 

end of my travels … yes I did fulfil the catering job in 

Majorca and came back to the Algarve to join João at 

his family run restaurant in Praia do Vau.  

After a very successful few years we were offered and 

accepted a challenging position in Angola, managing a 

tourist complex on Mussulo not far from Luanda … the 

civil war was still on, albeit coming to an end and it was 

a very varied, exciting, character-building time in our 

lives.  
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Upon returning to the Algarve, I turned my hand to 

guiding and spent many a pleasant day with groups of 

lawn bowlers, ballroom dancers, or bridge players …

showing them our lovely Algarve in the morning and 

organizing friendly events with local people in the     

afternoon or evening.  

The pull back to Africa grew too big to be ignored 

though and after 2 years of guiding work we both    

returned to Angola to work for a client from our Praia 

do Vau restaurant days in his family business; João on 

the cement based products and catering and myself on 

interior window decoration and the garden centre.  

We eventually moved on to a job in Ethiopia, mostly 

concerned with logistics and mining companies, and for 

the last 2 years have been back full time here in the 

Algarve. 

Tell us about your art and what you specialise in:  

I love wood and I love furniture, especially those pieces 

that have been hand made, each drawer numbered with 

a primitive mark (primitive I would imagine because the 

craftsman wouldn’t have been able to read or write), so 

that its place in the dresser or bedside table is known; 

the hole for the lock and key made by hand; old nails 

and screws … no staples, no glue … in short a fine, 

hand crafted piece, no longer loved by a daughter or 

grandson who would prefer something light, flat 

packed, and modern.  

My home is filled with these lovely old pieces, they are 

not particularly valuable, but I can imagine the work 

that went into creating them and I love transforming 

them into something which someone will once again 

love and cherish in their home! 

When people ask you what do you “do”, how do 

you answer them?  

I up-cycle and transform old, unloved, sometimes not 

too pretty pieces of furniture in hopes of giving them a 

new, re-loved life. 
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What mediums do you work with?  

Working solely with chalk paint and wax, I use Annie 

Sloan as her colour palette is phenomenal and the  

quality of the paint is exceptional … it is not cheap but it 

does exactly what she says it does … it adheres to   

unprimed items be it glass, wood, formica, metal … it is 

a lovely soft paint to work with … and it is water based 

so cleaning up is a doddle and there is no smell.        

Possibly the only problem I have encountered is that 

painting with it is quite addictive and you find that you 

want to paint everything in sight!!!!! 

Can you tell us how you create your work, where 

do you source your ideas - and furniture from - 

and how do you decide what to do with each 

piece? 

A lot of furniture has been donated by friends and   

family members who probably don’t know what to do 

with the pieces; occasionally I buy something from car 

boot sales or house clearances or one of the buy and 

sell sites on Face Book and dare I say … I scour the 

areas around dustbins, especially those on small,   

country lanes … the old adage rings true, one man’s 

trash is another one's treasure! 

How long does each piece take to create? 

Depending on the size of the piece and the technique 

used: shabby; chic; distressed; layered; dry-brushed; 

washed … to name just a few, a piece can take from 2 

days to 2 weeks.  

Normally 2 coats of paint and a coat of wax are applied 

and each layer needs to thoroughly dry for 24 hours 

before applying the next. 

How do you know when you have 'arrived' - 

when the piece you are working on is complete 

and it is time to stop? 

If the client has requested something specific then 

when that is done, essentially the piece is finished.      

If it is something I am doing for myself or a possible 

sale later, I just keep going until I feel it is complete 

and looks more or less what I had envisaged the      

outcome to be. 

Can you describe your studio space to us - do you 

have a physical space set aside for your work and 

how do you make your space work for you? 

Mmmmm, a sore point as anyone who visits my house 

will know! There is a large patio at the front always full 

of furniture in various stages of painting … inside     

between the lounge and the dining room, there is a  

table covered with an oil-cloth, pots of paint and 

brushes abound and always, always, there are dogs …

under the table, next to the table … always giving me 

encouragement. 

Who - or what - is your inspiration in the art 

world? Do you have any artists or designers or 

movements that inspire you? 

My inspiration has been my cousin Karen, with her   

indomitable spirit. Her business ‘Country Mouse’ in    

Berkshire, has gone from strength to strength, selling 

not only Annie Sloan chalk paint but lovely furniture and 

home furnishings. She gave me a gift of a workshop 

with her and I was hooked! 

What are you currently reading or listening to, or 

which websites do you view to fuel your ideas 

and work? 

I am juggling between 2 post-modern books one by 

Angela Carter called “The Bloody Chamber” and another 

by J.M.Coetzee called “Waiting for the Barbarians”. 

Ideas for painting are sometimes sourced on pinterest, 

sometimes from Annie’s web site, sometimes with help 

from my cousin and sometimes just from me!! 
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Tell us about your favourite places in the Algarve 

&/or wider Portugal. Where do you like to go to .. 

unwind and relax … eat and celebrate ... and be 

inspired? 

My home in Odelouca is one of my favourite places, 

there is nothing nicer than a late summer BBQ of grilled 

sardines, salad and a glass of chilled white wine. I love 

Silves; the West coast; all the beaches, especially 

Benagil … I also love the fields of cork oaks and olive 

trees in the Alentejo; I love Serra de Estrella; Braga … 

in fact, I just love Portugal!!! 

What three things never fail to bring you     

pleasure? 

Dogs, the beach, and “O Solo Mio” sung by Pavarotti! 

Do you have a motto? 

“If you want something doing, ask a busy person”. 

 

Well Geraldine is certainly a busy person! 

You can find out more about her work and her 

fabulous reloved furniture in her entry in our      

A to Z Directory of artists in this magazine.      

You can view her entry on Page 84 
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Breaking down barriers 

Guest Article by Nicky Whiteman, Algarve Society of Artists Member 

We artists all have to start somewhere.  

More often than not, at the beginning of our journey, 

we find ourselves fronting the old adage that we must 

'create something that looks like something' or which 

can at the very least, be recognised by association to 

the real world. 

At school, in our early art lessons we learn to observe 

something placed before us and copy it, 'the still life 

fruit bowl' being a fine example. Success in our 

formative period, is often gauged by one's ability to  

represent the world as accurately as possible in another 

medium, be it paint, pencil, clay and so forth. It pains 

me to see a person's artistic work 'academically graded' 

as a measure of success.  

I ask you to ponder whether art can ever be 

academically marked when it is a pure expression of self 

and therefore, observed so differently and subjectively 

by each and every one of us? On this matter, I await 

your thoughts. 

Only following these early exposures to learning how to 

apply art techniques as instructed, do we see that art 

can be so much more. Art flows in everyone in some 

way or form. It is personal and cannot be marked or 

judged as right or wrong. Perhaps this is why people 

hide from art, for fear of getting it wrong, or of not  

understanding its apparent meaning.  

The pretentiousness of the wider high-brow art world     

admittedly, can be off-putting to a new artist but it 

should not be!  

Most are taught early on within art to 'observe carefully, 

and then copy'. An apple must look like an apple, don't 

feel or impart yourself to the work you are creating in 

response to stimulus, just copy. How limiting this is for 

self expression but in defence of the method one at 

least learns a variety of applicable skills. To those of us 

caught in this bubble of realism further on, I challenge 

you to break out, at least for a while, and see what you 

discover about yourself and how you interpret the world 

around you.  

If you are not sure how, I encourage you to turn your 

attention towards colour theory and the later works of 

Wassily Kandinsky. As the founder of abstract art,   

Kandinsky produced works throughout his life which 

could be categorised in many different genre. Most  

inspirational to me are his symphonic works where, 

having listened to music he would find personal spiritual 

enlightenment, seeing the music in his mind's eye as 

both colour and shape which he expressed vividly onto 

canvas. 

‘School Days’ © Nicky Whiteman 
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‘Coming Back to Life’ © Nicky Whiteman 

You can find out more about how to contact Nicky 

and see more of her illustration work in her entry 

in our A to Z Directory of artists in this magazine. 

You can view her entry on Page 102 

This is both an excellent and emotive exercise where the 

artist begins to create from an intrinsic response to the 

stimulus of music. In letting go of order and       

organisation, and without fear of being wrong, it is 

amazing what you will learn about yourself and perhaps 

your original style will become liberated into a new era of 

development. If you're looking for a breakthrough in your 

work to something new, this could be worth trying. 

So why not find a piece of music, crank it 

up and 'party like a Russian'? 

Nicky Whiteman © 2107 

 

Recommended Reading: 

Wassily Kandinsky - 'Concerning the Spiritual in Art' 

Paul Klee - 'Painting Music' 
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Artwork archive 

Product Review and Exclusive Members Discount 

As a professional - and busy - artist, I 

know the value in being organised and 

keeping track of all of my art work.     
So I was delighted to discover the Artwork Archive 

online art inventory management system and to be able 

to finally move away from the home-made Excel    

document that I had been trying - and failing - to keep 

as a place to record of all of my sales and customers. 

I confess that initially the Artwork Archive subscription 

price seemed quite expensive - for a Professional    

Package it costs $9 per month, but I was lucky enough 

to find a contact which gave me a lifetime 20% discount 

on the price … and the discount just made it seem that 

bit more affordable - so I clicked on the Free 30 day 

trial and within an hour I had uploaded over 20 of my  

paintings and I was hooked!  

It was a very easy system to navigate and use.            

I decided to start recording my paintings consecutively, 

and by the second day when I clicked on my trial     

account, I had already decided to activate my account 

and pay for the year up front. I couldn't imagine not 

having the programme - after only one day! 

It took me about a week, when I had an hour or two 

free on the computer, to upload 200 of my paintings.     

It was an amazingly satisfying feeling seeing them all 

there in my account - and live on my 'Public Page' too, 

and knowing that all of the high res images I had     

uploaded were all safely stored on the programme's 

cloud too.  

Marking a painting as Sold! in the programme is just the 

beginning. I can now create a Certificate of Authenticity 

and sales paperwork including an invoice at the click of 

a button, rather than copying and pasting everything 

through Word. 

If I am sending paintings to a gallery or exhibition in 

the future, I can just create a Location, assign the 

works that are going there, and then click to create a 

Consignment Sheet, with all the information about each 

work displayed. Labels and Portfolios are there ready to 

be compiled and printed out. 

The Insights section allows me to view a full inventory 

of my production and sales, location of works and 

values - all via nice pie charts and bar charts. 

My next challenge is transferring all of my customer and 

client information across too.  

To know more about how I use the system, you can 

click here to read my full review on our website. 

The exciting news is that the fab people 

at Artwork Archive have kindly offered 

all of our Algarve Society of Artist  

Members a Lifetime 20% Discount on 

their subscription prices. 

Members can click on their exclusive Members Only  

section of our website to find out more information. 

Alyson Sheldrake © 2017 

https://algarve-art.com/2017/09/08/artwork-archive-review/
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Welcome to another new feature … in every edition we will be visiting the Art Studio 

of one of our Algarve Society of Artist members and having a good look around!     

We will ask them about their studio space, what inspires them as an artist, and find 

out how they paint, and also have a sneak peek at what is currently on their easel.  

For our first feature we are visiting Caroline Wood in her beautiful old cottage in the 

grounds of her home that she uses as an art studio. She is inspired by the ever-

changing seascapes and the beautiful countryside that surrounds her home which is 

reflected in her fabulous atmospheric oil paintings. 

Caroline busy at work in her studio - All Images © Caroline Wood 

Caroline, can you start by telling us a little bit 

about yourself and your art please. 

After retiring early from a career in banking in London, I 

took a two year City and Guilds course in decorative 

painting and interior design. This led me to discover a 

creative ability that I then turned to good use in 

watercolour painting while spending the winter months 

in the Algarve. After a while I took lessons in the art of 

oil painting and this is my main medium these days.   

I started exhibiting in Lagos in the late 90’s and really 

enjoyed the planning, organising and setting up of 

these exhibitions and the camaraderie of being with two 

or three other artists.  

Nowadays, I take a more leisurely approach to painting, 

exhibiting as and when opportunities arise and I am 

looking forward to being a member of the Algarve 

Society of Artists and a renewed enthusiasm to produce 

more work. 

 

You can see more of her Caroline’s work in her 

entry in our A to Z Directory of artists in this 

magazine. You can view her entry on Page 70 
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Can you describe your studio space for us. 

I live in the countryside on the site of an old farm and 

am lucky to have a small, old cottage that serves as my 

studio. It is about 200 metres from the house which 

enables me to escape from other distractions.  

It provides sufficient room for at least two easels and all 

the other paraphernalia needed for painting, running 

water and the means to make endless cups of tea.   

Also, just about enough space for two of my dogs to go 

to sleep on the floor under my feet! There is a lovely 

peaceful atmosphere around the whole space of my 

studio. 

What is the first thing that you do when you walk 

into your studio in the morning / afternoon / 

whenever you paint? 

Put the kettle on, fill the dogs’ water bowl! Then, put on 

some calming background music and work out what 

needs to be done first with either the start of a new or 

existing painting.   

I usually have two pictures on the go at any one time.  

I find this works best for me, for various reasons, not 

least so that one can dry before I start to get colours 

muddied. 

Do you listen to music or the radio when you 

paint? If so, what music inspires you and gets 

you in the right mood? 

I tend to play soft background music, meditation, 

energy vibration type music. Perhaps it clears my mind 

in a subliminal manner and it certainly sends the dogs 

to sleep! 

Do you have any items or special things 

displayed in your studio space that inspire you? 

A page of quotes from Dienbenkorn on art such as 

“Attempt what is not certain. Certainty may or may not 

come and then may be a valuable delusion” 

Do you ever wash out your brushes in a mug of 

tea or coffee by mistake? 

Once or twice, so I try and take care where I put the 

mug! 

Are you messy or tidy in your studio? 

Relatively tidy. I always clean my brushes and put a 

layer of cling film over the palette if I don't feel I need 

to clean the used paint off it.  
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Do you have any special 'rituals' you always 

follow when you are creating or painting? 

I wouldn't say any rituals although I do have a ‘process’ 

or method of painting. I always start with an under 

painting as this enables me to get the feeling and flow 

of the picture. It also helps me to create movement and 

ensures that I keep it loose to start with. Building up 

several light layers of paint in contrasting colours gives 

depth of colour to the picture and is especially useful 

when painting water and skies. Then, when I am ready, 

I decide which areas will have thicker paint and where I 

will use spatulas to create texture and highlights. 

 

What do you currently have on your easel / what 

are you currently working on? 

I'm just starting a sunset picture and working out what 

palette to use. Whether to use the same blues as for a 

series of ‘rough sea’ pictures I have just completed. 

 

What would your 'dream' or ideal studio be like? 

I’m quite happy with the one I have. I certainly would 

not want to live somewhere that didn't have space for a 

studio. 

What paints and brushes do you use? Do you 

have any special or old favourites? 

I use water based oil paints such as Cobra, Winsor and 

Newton, Daler Rowney. I usually work with a palette of 

maybe five colours for a series of pictures and then 

change to different colours for new paintings to create 

an entirely different mood.  

So I don’t, as such, stick to ‘favourite’ colours such as 

always using one colour of blue. I tend to use a lot of 

Zinc white though as it provides a more subtle white 

than Titanium that I find useful especially when mixing 

with other colours.   

As regards brushes, I use lots of different sizes, shapes, 

hard, soft. Small brushes only towards the end of a 

painting and then not over-doing the use of them. 

 

Do you have days when you cannot paint - what 

do you do to get your 'mojo' back? 

Sometimes I don’t have the ‘energy’ to put too much 

work into a painting and I sit and have a cup of tea and 

do a Sudoku or Code Word. This takes my mind off the 

painting and I then find that I can go back to it with 

renewed interest.    
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Can we visit you in your studio? Do you ever host 

Open Studio days? 

I haven’t hosted any yet but would be happy to do so.  

Artists would have to like dogs and not worry about my 

three big ones wandering around looking for some treats 

and attention.  

 

Are you involved in any upcoming shows or 

events?  

Currently, I have a few pictures on display at the ZaZa 

restaurant in Burgau and I have an exhibition booked 

with two other artists in Lagos in the Armazan next year. 

Is there anything else you would like to tell us?! 

I think that Alyson has done a fantastic job in starting 

up the ASA and getting it off the ground.  She has great 

enthusiasm and efficiency and I am sure it will be of 

much benefit to both artists and art lovers in the 

Algarve.  

 

Thank you Caroline for letting us look around 

your wonderful studio space. 

If you would like more information about the Algarve 

Society of Artists - click the logo here: 

www.facebook.com/zazaburgau/ 

https://www.facebook.com/zazaburgau/
https://algarve-art.com/algarve-society-of-artists/


Page 34                                                      www.algarve-art.com 

 

Above: ‘Foamy Waves Porto Moniz’ and Below: ’Praia do Castelejo’ © Caroline Wood 
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Local artist and poet David Trubshaw 

has lived in the South of Portugal, in the 

Algarve, with his wife Penny, for the 

past 12 years. He achieves inspiration 

for much of his artistic work from the 

area in which he lives. 

We met him and interviewed him to find out more 

about the fantastic Schools Art Project he set up and 

ran in his local primary schools - and to see for 

ourselves the amazing outcome of his project, which is 

a series of collages that stretch for over 15 metres 

featuring hundreds of spectacular and colourful sardine 

fishes! 

We asked him to tell us how this project started - and 

also what his plans are for his next schools initiative 

from this inspiring and creative 80-year old young man. 

 

 

Please can you start by telling us a little bit about 

yourself David please, where you are from, your 

background, and how you came to live and work 

in Portugal. 

I was born in Leicester, England. I became “hooked on 

books” from early school days and started my working 

life as a librarian, then moved into publishing. In the 

Eighties, with my wife Penny, also a book lover, who 

previously worked in Foyles Bookshop in London, we 

opened the first of seven shops, called Unicorn Books. 

We came on holiday to Portugal many times, loved it 

and decided to retire here, which we did in 2004.  

I retired to the Algarve, determined not to play golf but 

to use that wonderful free luxury of “quality time” on 

painting and writing poetry. 

All Images for this article © David Trubshaw and Photography by Dave Sheldrake Photography 
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What age range of pupils does the project 

encompass? 

The Sardine Project was limited to primary schools. This 

year, the second project "Painting and Poetry" is aimed 

at Primary and Senior Schools. 

Where can we view the work? 

The Sardines have been on display at the Galeria de 

Arte in Lagoa, the Silves City Hall and several schools.  I 

am hoping to organise, with the Director of the 

Portimão Museum, a permanent exhibition and then 

liaise with the schools to arrange visits by the children 

to see their own work on public display. Can you 

imagine the surprise and delight of a five-year old, on a 

school outing to a museum, suddenly seeing and 

recognising their own painting on display? 

What made you want to work with local schools?  

I have been interested and fascinated by children’s 

painting for many years. They are little goldmines of 

creativity – they just need some encouragement and 

stimulation and out it pours! 

What do you want your work and schools 

projects to do? 

Art is not a set subject in many school syllabuses, it is 

often an optional choice for out of school activities. I 

hope my small workshops and projects may help and 

encourage some children to realise how wonderful it is 

to create and draw your own pictures. 

How is your Portuguese? Is it easy for you to 

convey your ideas to the schools and students? 

Francamente! Sadly, very limited … but I am fortunate 

that when I visit schools I have a friend, a retired 

teacher who is Portuguese, who accompanies me. But 

please remember, as soon as I start to draw, children 

understand, whatever language they speak. 

If you could collaborate with another artist, 

designer or venue, who would that be and why? 

I have two German artist friends in Portugal, Kerstin 

Wagner and Gudrun Bartels. Some time ago we all took 

part in an exhibition in Germany. It would be good to 

repeat that. 
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Tell us about your art and what you specialise 

in / what your passion is. 

Trees feature in many of my paintings and prints. I am 

intrigued by trees – their shapes, leaf structures, their 

movement, how they blend and mould with the 

landscape. Perhaps this has something to do with my 

early ancestors, whose name Trobeshawe, can be 

traced back over 1,000 years to Saxon times and comes 

from the Saxon words “trobe” (tree) and 

“shawe” (shade) Sir Richard Trubshaw is reputed to 

have accompanied King Richard to the Crusades. 

I enjoy writing poetry, especially the Japanese style 

haiku, which aims, in three short lines, to capture a 

feeling and evoke images of nature. After I had started 

to paint again, in Portugal, I had the idea to publish a 

book, called “Haiku for You – A Celebration of the Four 

Seasons”, using some of my earlier written haiku 

poems, combined with a selection of my paintings and 

prints.  

My book has sold, (a few copies are still available - 

email David at davidmtrubshaw@hotmail.com for more 

information) and I am pleased that I could donate the 

profits from sales of my book, to the Silves Rotary Club, 

of which I was President last year, to add to their 

charities fund, which supports those in need in our local 

community. 

When people ask you what do you “do”, how do 

you answer them? 

I enjoy painting and poetry – I am, hopefully – “an 

aspiring artist and a potential poet!”  

Can you tell us about your latest Schools Project 

please? 

I started to visit local schools over five years ago, 

organising individual art workshops. Last year I planned 

to organise an art project for Primary schools. I chose 

“Sardines” as the subject – what could be more 

Portuguese than sardines? 

How long did the project take to organise - and 

then run? And how many schools and pupils are 

involved - how many pieces of art were created?  

With the help of teachers, a video was produced, in 

which I asked pupils to paint and make sardines, this 

was circulated around local schools. The response was 

incredible! Over a period of several weeks, I received 

hundreds of cut-out painted sardines, which were then 

mounted and framed for wall hanging, producing a 

huge collage over 15 metres long. Some children also 

made clay models and mobiles.  
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How do you define 'success' as an artist and 

creator of original work? How do you think the 

students define 'success'? 

“Success” for me - it is essential I myself LIKE my 

painting. Many get painted over! If I sell it, that’s a 

bonus! For young children – watch their faces! 

What else are you working on or planning for the 

future - what can we look forward to from you? 

The Art Project I am currently working on is “Painting 

and Poetry” (my own favourites). I am asking students 

to paint a picture and write a poem. I am hoping to 

publish a book of the best work which will be sold to 

parents, students and anyone interested, hopefully 

including some Algarve Art members!  

The profits will be donated, through the Silves Rotary 

Club to the charity Casa de Povo in Messines. 

Tell us about your favourite places in the Algarve 

&/or wider Portugal - where do you like to go 

to .. unwind and relax ..... eat and celebrate ...... 

be inspired ......  

I like to drive to Monchique, it is full of trees! We are 

lucky to live in the open countryside with several good, 

local restaurants, which I will not name as they may get 

too busy!  

My own garden inspires me – it is now full of beautiful, 

mature trees I planted myself over ten years ago. 

Do you have a motto? 

Not a motto, but a dear Aunt wrote this for me when I 

was young – 

“Life is made of froth and bubble, but two things stand 

like stone - kindness in another’s trouble, courage in 

your own.” 

Are you involved in any upcoming shows or 

events? Where and when? 

Nothing to do with art, but classical music. I am helping 

the Silves Rotary Club to organise a concert at the 

beautiful Teatro Mascarenhas Gregorio in Silves on 

Saturday November 18th. The musicians are Eudoro 

Grande, the Portuguese classical guitarist and his 

quintet. Full details will soon be in all the papers, please 

come and support us. 

We wish David every success with all his projects 
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You can see more of David’s 

work in his entry in our A to Z 

Directory of artists in this 

magazine. You can view his 

entry on Page 80 
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Local artist BJ Boulter inspired our 

editor Alyson when they met recently,  

as she had a sketchbook and pen with 

her and she was busily sketching away 

when they met for a coffee and a chat. 

Alyson was intrigued and contacted her 

to find out more, and discovered a 

whole new world of Urban Sketchers to 

explore. BJ tells us more …  

I have lived in the Algarve for many years, my work has 

taken me elsewhere but my life is here, and here I am 

now semi-retired. Over the years, as art director and 

line producer for film I have often needed to sketch a 

location indicating how I would change it to fit the film 

project in hand. Pad and pencil was habitual. Drawing 

was usually plans and buildings, done for clients.  

Then something happened that opened my eyes and 

changed the way I look at the world around me every 

day from an artist’s point of view.  

A few years ago I heard from a friend that there was to 

be a sketching symposium in Lisbon… I wanted to go … 

but didn’t dare, terrified that I would be far too 

embarrassed to scribble among a professional drawing 

community. It was not until a year later in 2012 that I 

was persuaded by the same friend to go to the 3rd USK 

symposium on the Caribbean island of Santo Domingo.  

What a revelation! 

Everyone can sketch. People love to be sketched. Your 

sketchbook becomes a story, your own story. What you 

see, where you go, who you meet. Your journal. There 

is always something interesting happening. When you 

have to wait, sketch. I have done lots of sketches on 

trains and in waiting rooms. It is a wonderful release 

when on a sketch walk to be with other sketchers, 

sitting on your little stool, oblivious of people watching 

you until you hear comments, which are always 

positive! They ask to take a photo of themselves with 

your sketch. Best of all, you don’t have to draw, no 

pressure, no competition, you can just sit and enjoy the 

scene if you feel like it.  

Above: The last Sketchwalk at the Singapore Symposium   Opposite Page: Selfie with a waterbrush and sketches of Hélio Boto 

Lynne Chapman sketching the bus driver. Santo Domingo  
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Papaya for Lunch - First sketches in Santo Domingo 

In Santo Domingo I had a marvellous time, met 

interesting, talented people, learnt not to worry about 

my drawing ability, found a new way of seeing the 

world and treasure my sketchbooks, they are my diary 

of events. There I met Urban Skechers founder 

journalist Gabriel Campanario who started the 

movement from his desk on the Seattle Times in 2007 

by inviting people to sketch and post on Flickr.  

In 2011 the first USK Symposium was held in Portland, 

Oregon. The second was the one in Lisbon, since when 

symposiums have been held in the Americas, Europe 

and the Far East, returning to Portugal for 2018 in 

Porto.  

Urban Sketchers (USK) is a global community of artists 

that practice drawing on location in cities, towns and 

villages they live in or travel to, by now there are 

almost a hundred thousand of us. I go to symposiums 

and meet them, it is a wonderful, liberating experience.  

This is the USK manifesto: 

1. We draw on location, indoors or out, capturing 

what we see from direct observation. 

2. Our drawings tell the story of our surroundings,  

the places we live and where we travel. 

3. Our drawings are a record of time and place. 

4. We are truthful to the scenes we witness. 

5. We use any kind of media and cherish our 

individual styles. 

6. We support each other and draw together. 

7. We share our drawings online. 

8. We show the world, one drawing at a time. 

The closing ceremony of the Manchester symposium - After attending a folding sketch workshop!  

Now I carry a sketchbook, pencils, pens 

and a paintbox with me everywhere.  
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Above: ‘Castelo de Paderne exterior’ © Hélio Boto  

I follow Urban Sketchers Algarve which is organised by 

Hélio Boto, joining the sketchwalks, workshops and 

events whenever possible. It is very rewarding. (See 

Hélio’s sketches of Paderne included above and 

overleaf, which were featured in the USK show at the 

Museum of Albufeira recently.) 

There are chapters all over Portugal and invitations to 

join workshops and sketchwalks. Workshops are held on 

different techniques, sometimes by sketchers from 

across the world, like the Sticks and Chinese Ink one I 

attended in Lisbon with Ch'ng Kiah Keian from Kuala 

Lumpur.  

http://urbansketchers-

portugal.blogspot.pt/ 

http://urbansketchers-

algarve.blogspot.pt/ 

Below: Ch'ng Kiah Kiean, Chinese Ink and Sticks Workshop - Alfama  

http://urbansketchers-portugal.blogspot.pt/
http://urbansketchers-algarve.blogspot.pt/
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So take that sketchbook someone gave you for 

Christmas, grab a pencil, a biro, a pen of any kind, and 

start when you are taking a morning coffee - just go for 

it. When you want colour, use pencils or the little 

paintboxes available in shops here or online. One 

marvellous tool is the waterbrush, which is available in 

most art shops and stationers.  

Don’t forget, you can always do a selfie reflected in the 

café window! 

And if you take up the challenge - why not send 

us your sketches and we can publish some of 

them in a future edition of the Algarve Art! 

Magazine. 

 ‘Castelo e Igreja de Paderne’ © Hélio Boto  

This September we were invited by the Museum of Albufeira to an event linked to ‘Riscar o Patrimonio 2017’ (Sketch our 

Heritage 2017) and were honoured and surprised to be presented with a booklet of our own sketches, and then proudly 

shown an exhibition with reproductions of sketches from a day we spent in Paderne.  

My Sketching Kit 

http://www.urbansketchers.org/ 

BJ also gave us lots of links to books on Urban 

Sketching that she recommends too: 

There are books by sketchers like ‘The Art of Urban 

Sketching’  by Gaby Campanario himself that encourage 

you tremendously and give hints on how to go about 

sketching.  

My favourites are: 

‘The Urban Sketcher’ by Mark Taro Holmes because he 

is so good at people and a great watercolourist.  

‘Sketching People’ by Lynne Chapman, the first sketcher 

I met on Santo Domingo, she is just so encouraging.   

‘Freehand Drawing & Discovery’ by James Richards 

because he is just brilliant at architectural drawing.  

‘The Urban Sketching Handbook’ by Stephanie Bower 

who will teach you all about perspective and mixing 

colour. 

And next time you see someone sat at a café with a 

sketchbook and pen in hand .. maybe it will be BJ ! 

You can see more of BJ’s work in her entry in our 

A to Z Directory of artists in this magazine. You 

can view her entry on Page 68 

All sketches in this article are © BJ Boulter unless marked © Hélio Boto 

http://www.urbansketchers.org/
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 USK Barcelona -Workshop Head & Shoulders with Marc Taro Holmes 

 Sketching with Mark Taro Holmes and the Algarve USK group in Sagres  
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Its and bits 

Little things and products of different kinds all bundled together 

The Goldra Dog Sanctuary 2018 Calendar is now on sale and all profits will go to help this worthwhile Algarve charity. 

You can order your copy by e-mailing them at info@thegoldradogsanctuary.com The price is only 5 Euros (P+P is extra) 

Two lucky purchasers of the calendar will even find a 'Willy Wonka' style Golden Ticket hidden in their calendar ..   

which will give them a Free Pet Portrait from our own Alyson Sheldrake to the value of 175.00€  
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In his Algarve garden, his favourite tree is a beautiful white hornbeam and watching it change with 

the seasons inspired him to produce a book:  

Haiku for You - A Celebration of the Four Seasons 

This hardback book is beautifully illustrated in full colour, with a selection of 21 of his pictures and 

prints in oil, acrylic and pastel. Each of the pictures is accompanied with a haiku poem and each 

book contains, as a complimentary gift, an individual, hand printed and signed bookmark.  

The book price is 25 euros, which includes postage and packing in Portugal.  

David is donating the profits from the sales of his book to the Silves Rotary Club, to add to their 

charities fund, which supports those in need in the local Algarve community.  

To order a copy please email - davidmtrubshaw@hotmail.com  

David Trubshaw moved from England 

to Portugal in 2004,  

and started painting and writing again. 

http://davidmtrubshaw.eu/haiku/haiku-for-you.php
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In each edition we will be inviting one of our Algarve Society of Artist members to talk 

about their own “history of art” … their childhood memories, their mentors and 

inspiration, and the story of how their own art history has shaped both their paintings 

and work so far, and also their future art plans. 

For our first feature we hear from Penny Coombs, who has just retired this summer 

from teaching in the UK and has moved to the Algarve to live with her husband and 

cannot wait to pick up her paints and brushes again. Penny’s paintings are a personal 

response to her experience of the landscape around her. 

“As a child I drew and painted often. I grew 
up in a home full of paintings and drawings by 
my great grandfather who was a landscape 
artist and member of the Royal Academy.  
His name was Leopold Rivers.  
 
I was intrigued by him and in awe of his work. 
I was not allowed to take art at my school so 
compensated by studying art history and 
languages. 

Leopold Rivers—Penny’s Great Grandfather 

After my mother’s death I went to art classes 
in Dartington with a wonderful artist called 
Jean Alice Coomb who inspired and enabled 
her students.  
 
I exhibited my work in both Kingsbridge and 
Totnes. 
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I then did a postgraduate course in education and 

became a full time primary school teacher. I loved and 
still love working with children, encouraging them to 

draw, paint and make.  
 

Over the past 4 years I also took courses at the brilliant 

Newlyn School of Art in Cornwall which really inspired 
me. 

 
I retired from teaching this July and now intend to 

develop my work as an artist, giving myself permission 
to do something I have wanted to do all my life and 

hopefully finding people to work with as I love working 

collaboratively.” 
 

 
We wish Penny every success with her new 

career as an artist and her new life here in the 

Algarve 

The rewards from watching children create are immeasurable 

Penny’s new studio all set-up and ready to paint 

and showcasing one of her lovely tree paintings 

‘First Signs of Spring’ © Penny Coombs 

You can find out how to contact Penny and see 

more of her paintings in her entry in our A to Z 

Directory of artists in this magazine. You can 

view her entry on Page 106 

‘Penzance Boats’ © Penny Coombs 
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We are delighted to have both the fabulous Holiday Inn Algarve and the Rotarians in Iberia as 

supporters of our new Algarve Society of Artists. More supporters coming soon!  

If you would like to be part of this, just contact us, we would be delighted to welcome you. 
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Classes and workshops 

by the Members of the Algarve Society of Artists 

Image ©  

Sandie Croft 
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Organic beach sculpture 

Workshop for asa members 

Event hosted and organised by Nicky Whiteman, Algarve Society of Artists Member 

Come along and take part in a Members 

Only spontaneous 3D time-based 

workshop organised by illustrative artist                   

Nicky Whiteman. 

FREE to Members of the Algarve Society of Artists 

Overview: The workshop will provide the opportunity for 

you to create an open air artwork alongside other artists 

using the natural environment and beachcombing skills.  

There will be a set theme and the artists will gather and 

create an artwork.  

A short exhibition at the end will allow the work to be 

photographed and then left to the elements, as nature 

and time move forward and reclaim it. 

This is not a competition, just some experimental fun! 

Objective: To help artists learn to let go of attachments 

made to the material world of art and in so doing      

challenge their perceptions of permanency. 

Materials:  The art work itself must be made using only 

the natural surroundings and any other found object on 

the beach. You may however, bring items such as a 

bucket and spade should it help you create your design. 

Housekeeping: You are urged to dress suitably for the 

weather, and bring plenty of water. Please bring your 

camera and your sketchbook / notebook if required. 

Details:  Minimum numbers for the workshop to run:     

5 people. No maximum group size. 

All Under 16’s must be accompanied by an adult member. 

Please note: the nearest WC will be at Bar Quim, which 

is for patrons only. 

Following the workshop, should anyone wish to grab a 

mid-afternoon drink at Bar Quim, please do join us. 

Workshop Time:  11-2pm 

Meeting from 10:45am:  BAR QUIM CAR PARK,  

MEIA PRAIA, LAGOS 

Deadline for registration:  16th October 2017. 

Register with Nicky Whiteman via e-mail to   

UP754774@myport.ac.uk  

All Images for this article © Nicky Whiteman 

mailto:UP754774@myport.ac.uk
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If you have ever wanted to visit this fabulous building in the centre of Lagos - now is your chance! This exhibition by 

Algarve Society of Artists member Kerstin Wagner runs until the 3rd November 2017 and looks amazing. 

Exhibitions and events 

Current and upcoming shows, events and exhibitions  

by the Members of the Algarve Society of Artists 
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And while you are in Lagos … until the 30th October 

this exhibition entitled ’Art in the Marina de Lagos’ 

includes work by three more of our Algarve Society of 

Art members, Cliff Martin Tuson and Sandie Croft. 
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This exhibition includes work by Algarve Society of Artists member Guida Pereira and runs until the 31st October 2017 

In the ASCA Community Centre in Almancil. 
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The following pages contain a full A to Z directory listing of the Algarve-based artists who are 

members of the Algarve Society of Artists. 

Feel free to browse the pages - and find new art to enjoy - and artists to contact. 

Many of our artists have work for sale and are available for private commissions. 

 

You can also find more information about all of our listed artists on our website, where each artist 

has their own listing in our online Directory. 

 

Click here to visit our website:  

www.algarve-art.com 

A TO z 

Listing of art and artists 

https://algarve-art.com/
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Index of artists 
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Alexis strong 

Hand-built Stoneware Vessels  

All Works - Hand Built By Alexis Strong 
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Alexis strong 

CLAY ARTIST – Hand-built Stoneware Vessels  

Alexis began working in clay over 20 years ago in Santa Fe, New Mexico, which is the second largest art market in the 

United States. Representation in fine-art galleries in Santa Fe established the the value of her clay pieces in the 

commercial art market. Her gallery representation extended to galleries in several states in the US. Alexis also taught 

hand-building classes to both children and adults, and was the founder and president of the Santa Fe Clay Guild from 

2000-2004. In 2014 Alexis retired from a full-time career in marketing and moved to Tavira to be near family. Clay work 

is an integral part of her creative life and will continue to be so. 

“Hand-built stoneware vessels which evoke an ancient, anthropological and ritual ancestry.” * 

Alexis builds high-fired clay vessels using clay bodies heavy with grog, which are textured on the surface and stained 

with pigments and oxides to enhance the natural clay. Her work has sold to buyers and collectors in the USA, Europe 

and Asia. *Quote is from a review in The Albuquerque Journal, New Mexico, USA. 

Alexis’ currently has a few of her pieces at a new gallery in Tavira for local ceramic artists called Baú de Barro, Rua Dr. 

José Pires Padinha, 80 – across from the Old Mercado along the river. Telephone (+351) 967 456 046  

You can view her Facebook page for more images of her sold work and find works still available for sale.  

She does not do commission pieces.  

Contact Information 

Email: alexisstrong6@gmail.com 

Phone: (+351) 966 604 426 

Facebook Page: Zia Tavira Clay Works and Design Studio 

 

Click the logo here to 

visit her Algarve-Art 

website page 

mailto:alexisstrong6@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Zia-Tavira-Clay-Works-Design-Studio-1538154726432021/
https://algarve-art.com/ceramic-art-and-pottery/alexis-strong/
https://algarve-art.com/ceramic-art-and-pottery/alexis-strong/
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Alyson Sheldrake 

Acrylics created in a bold and modern ‘New Wave’ style 

‘Pride of Alvor’ © Alyson Sheldrake 
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Alyson Sheldrake 

Acrylics 

“I am a self taught artist, and I am currently painting a wide range of modern style landscapes, seascapes and familiar 

objects within my self-titled ‘New Wave’ Collection. I am inspired by the reflections of light upon water and colour; and 

especially the intense warm light of the Algarve, where my studio is based.  

I love the rich buttery texture of acrylic paint; preferring to prepare my own art boards; and I create modern ‘tablet’ 

style paintings with a hidden frame which are particularly suited to a modern decor. 

My art will always contain a representational focal point – a boat, nesting storks, a path to the beach – which is then 

enhanced by an almost abstract series of ‘waves’ of colour and shape – allowing the viewer to bring their own          

imagination to the picture.” 

Alyson also undertakes commissions for Pet and House Portraits, and loves the challenge of capturing something of the 

personality of your pet alongside delivering a lifelike portrait for you to treasure.  

Alyson is available for private commissions and her work can be viewed at her home studio by appointment or         

purchased online via her website.  

Contact Information 

Website: Art by Alyson Sheldrake 

Email: alyson@artbyalysonsheldrake.com 

Phone: (+351) 91 202 7256 

 

Facebook Page: Art by Alyson Sheldrake 

Twitter: Alyson Sheldrake 

Artwork Archive Listing: Artwork – Alyson 
Sheldrake 

‘The Church at Alte’ © Alyson Sheldrake ‘Hudson’ © Alyson Sheldrake 

 

Click the logo here to 

visit her Algarve-Art 

website page 

http://artbyalysonsheldrake.com/
mailto:alyson@artbyalysonsheldrake.com
https://www.facebook.com/ArtbyAlysonSheldrake/
https://twitter.com/AlysonSheldrake
https://www.artworkarchive.com/artwork/alyson-sheldrake
https://www.artworkarchive.com/artwork/alyson-sheldrake
https://algarve-art.com/art/alyson-sheldrake/
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BJ Boulter 

Colourful and Emotional Landscapes, People and Wildlife   

‘Attitude in Manyara’ © BJ Boulter 
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Bj boulter 

Medium: Acrylics, Watercolours, Collage 

BJ Boulter attended Saint Martin’s School of Art and Lucie Clayton School of Design in London. Arriving in Portugal from 

Tanzania over fifty years ago her family decided to settle in the Algarve, since when despite travelling extensively, it is 

her home. Her lifelong career in film began in Hong Kong at the age of twenty and has taken her around the world, 

behind the camera as the set designer creating the scene in the studio or finding the right location to rebuild and 

transform. Painting and drawing is an integral part of set design, whether on location or in the studio a film set is a 

blank canvas for the director of photography to paint with light. 

In recent years BJ devotes as much time as she can to painting. Most of her works are figurative; landscapes, people 

and wildlife sourced from her travels and safaris to her homeland Tanzania in East Africa and from her adoptive home, 

the Algarve. 

“As an artist I am constantly on a voyage of discovery. A blank canvas or fine sheet of watercolour paper is an 

immediate challenge. Tubes of paint are a toy-box. Light is the inspiration, a scene shaped by light begs to be painted. 

Colours leap out and ask to be rendered. Stories lurk in every scene; all creatures and places have a story, human or 

animal, recalled at my easel in the studio or plein air. Emotional reaction demands they be depicted. Since devoting time 

to painting and sketching I have discovered a fascination with people, their personalities, body language and how life 

has marked their features and attitude. I’m happy when I can paint.”  

She is also a member of the Urban Sketchers Algarve group. Please contact BJ direct for purchases and commissions.  

Contact Information 

Website: bjboulter.com 

Email: bj@bjboulter.com 

Phone: (+351) 96 251 4148 

 

Facebook Page: bj.boulter.5 

Wildlife Painting Safaris: 
paintingsafari.com 

Urban Sketchers Algarve website: 
urbansketchers-algarve.blogspot.pt 

‘Take Refuge’ Pair of Paintings © BJ Boulter 

 

Click the logo here to 

visit her Algarve-Art 

website page 

http://www.bjboulter.com/
mailto:bj@bjboulter.com
https://www.facebook.com/bj.boulter.5
http://paintingsafari.com/
http://urbansketchers-algarve.blogspot.pt/
https://algarve-art.com/art/bj-boulter/
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Caroline wood 

Beautiful Seascapes, Landscapes and Flowers in Oils 

‘Porto Moniz 3’ © Caroline Wood 



Page 71                                                      www.algarve-art.com 

 

 

Caroline wood 

Mainly Oils, some Watercolours 

In 1991, Caroline retired early from a banking career in London and apart from spending more time playing golf and 

becoming Lady Captain at her club near Tunbridge Wells, she also discovered a creative flair for Interior Design and 

Decorative Painting and took a City and Guilds course which quickly led to commissions painting murals, trompe l’oeil 

and furniture.  In 1995, Caroline and her husband bought a house in Figueira where they spent the winter months and 

in 2002, they moved permanently to the Algarve.  

Leading on from her decorative painting work, Caroline took up watercolour painting during her time in Portugal and 

was soon exhibiting in Lagos and other locations.  She then took a journey into oil painting which is now the medium 

she normally uses.  She is inspired by the ever changing seascapes and the beautiful countryside that surrounds her 

home near Espiche.  

Normally Caroline’s work is only shown at exhibitions but at present some of her work is on display at the ZaZa        

restaurant in Burgau. Caroline is available for short workshops but not for ongoing classes. 

Caroline can be contacted through her web site. She is available for commissions.  

Contact Information 

Website: carolinewoodpaintings.com 

Email: caroline@carolinewoodpaintings.com 

‘Porto Moniz 1’ © Caroline Wood ‘Portuguese Ruin - Winter’ © Caroline Wood 

 

Click the logo here to 

visit her Algarve-Art 

website page 

http://carolinewoodpaintings.com/
mailto:caroline@carolinewoodpaintings.com
https://algarve-art.com/art/caroline-wood/
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Chris kelly 

Bright and strong Abstract Acrylics 

‘Paella’ © Chris Kelly 
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Chris kelly 

Abstract Acrylics 

“I have lived in the Algarve since 2013, having retired as a Secondary Headteacher in the U.K. My husband and I live 

near Odiaxere, just outside of Lagos. We both enjoy the sun, reading and hosting our many visitors. I spend my ‘spare’ 

time gardening, painting and trying to learn Portuguese .  

I had been coming to the Western Algarve for over 30 years and it always felt like home. My paintings are inspired by 

the natural beauty of the landscape and particularly, by the passions and excitement it evokes.  

I paint from the heart, using a strong colour pallet. I experiment with a range of techniques and try to generate abstract 

paintings with depth, layers and movement.” 

Whilst Chris paints for pleasure, her paintings are available for sale. Just contact her directly by e-mail to discuss terms.  

Contact Information 

Email: ckellybarber@gmail.com 

Phone: (+351) 913 512 968 

Facebook Page: Abstract Art @artodiaxere 

‘White Heat’ © Chris Kelly 

 

Click the logo here to 

visit her Algarve-Art 

website page 

mailto:ckellybarber@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/artodiaxere/
https://algarve-art.com/art/chris-kelly/
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Cliff martin tuson 

Splendid Paintings full of Life and Verve 

‘Sunlit Meadow’ © Cliff Martin Tuson 
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Cliff Martin tuson 

Enigmatic Algarve-based artist bringing scenes to life 

Cliff was born in England many years ago, and studied Painting, Ceramics and Art Technology before spending some 

years teaching deaf children Art and Crafts in Birmingham.  He then moved to Wales and ran a Craft Pottery Workshop 

as part of the resurgent interest in the William Morris tradition of simple life style and handmade household goods. 

He decided to take a sabbatical year in Europe which became 5 years living on the road, enjoying a hedonistic life style 

and musing on the meaning of life. Having failed to find the holy grail and running out of money, he then settled down 

in sun drenched Portugal. For the past 25 years or so, he has developed his approach to painting which involves 

embracing the academic tradition of careful observation and disciplined drawing and design, while also accepting that all 

the diverse and confusing movements in Art since the Impressionists broke the mold, leaves modern artists with a greed 

for freedom of expression and thinking. As a result, his work is diverse without an obvious single stylistic pathway.  

Cliff has exhibited all over Portugal and runs a small gallery of his work near Lagos, at the Cliff Martin Tuson Gallery, 

Quinta do Padrão, Cotifo de Cima, Bensafrim, Lagos. He also exhibits at the LIR – Lady in Red Gallery in Lagoa. 

He is also available for private commissions.  

Contact Information 

Email: cliffordtuson@hotmail.co.uk 

Phone: (+351) 93 675 2903 or 96 653 8380 

Facebook Page: Clifford Tuson 

‘Early Blossom’ © Cliff Martin Tuson 

 

Click the logo here to 

visit his Algarve-Art 

website page 

mailto:cliffordtuson@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ndaboningy
https://algarve-art.com/art/cliff-martin-tuson/
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Cory Sea 

Vibrant and intriguing digital art  

‘Cosmic Bloom 2’ © Cory Sea 
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CORY SEA 

Digital Art, Photography and Music 

“My father was a painter and professor of art, so I grew up in a rich artistic environment. I have also lived in many 

countries and experienced many cultures. These experiences have enriched my art and music. 

“Both my art and music are meant to inspire and uplift. The more beautiful my art and music is, the more they can do 

this.”  

Cory is available for private commissions. If you do not require a specific commission, you can select your desired image 

from his website. You can then discuss details such as size, where the image will be printed, whether the image will be 

sent/given to you as the client in digital or in fabricated form, etc. The actual print is on vinyl which is then bonded to a 

backing material, typically dibond or foamalite. Cory can organize the printing/fabrication of the image here in the    

Algarve with a local printer that he uses in Chinicato. Alternatively the file can be sent for printing in other locations, 

including other countries. The quote is given when these practicalities are decided upon.  

Contact Information 

Website: www.coryseaartist.com 

Email: cory@brightarts.net 

Phone: (+351) 93 646 3729 

Facebook Page: cory.sea.5 

‘Swamp Dawn’ © Cory Sea 

 

Click the logo here to 

visit his Algarve-Art 

website page 

http://www.coryseaartist.com/
mailto:cory@brightarts.net
https://www.facebook.com/cory.sea.5
https://algarve-art.com/digital-art/cory-sea/
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Dave sheldrake 

Algarve Photographer  

© Dave Sheldrake Photography 
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Dave sheldrake 

Photography 

Dave is a professional photographer living and working in the Algarve in Portugal.  

He specialises in property photography, events and celebrations, private commissions, portraits and commercial work.  

“I have previously lived and worked in the UK, serving as a Police Officer for over 30 years, before moving to live in the 

Algarve with my artist wife, Alyson. 

I have always loved photography since completing my first BTEC course in the UK in the 1980s, and I still relish the 

fresh challenge that every photo shoot gives me. My style has been described as professional, yet calm and relaxed – I 

always aim to capture the perfect moment or view for you. I pride myself on editing every image individually, taking the 

time to go that little further to ensure that you are delighted with your photographs.” 

Contact Information 

Website: Dave Sheldrake Photography 

Email: 
dave@davesheldrakephotography.com 

Phone: (+351) 91 284 1203 

 

Facebook Page:                                      
Dave Sheldrake Photography 

Twitter: Dave Sheldrake 

© Dave Sheldrake Photography 
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David m trubshaw 

Modern Artwork inspired by trees and the local landscape 

‘Four Seasons I (Summer)’ © David M Trubshaw 
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David m trubshaw 

Oils, Acrylics and Pastels 

“I was born in Leicester, England. I became “hooked on books” from early school days and started my working life as a 

librarian, then moved into publishing. In the Eighties, with my wife Penny, also a book lover, who previously worked in 

Foyles Bookshop in London, we opened the first of seven shops, called Unicorn Books. 

We came on holiday to Portugal many times, loved it and decided to retire here, which we did in 2004. I retired to the 

Algarve, determined not to play golf but to use that wonderful free luxury of “quality time” on painting and writing 

poetry. 

Trees feature in many of my paintings and prints. I am intrigued by trees – their shapes, leaf structures, their 

movement, how they blend and mould with the landscape.”  

David’s work is available for sale and he often exhibits with other artists around the Algarve.  

Contact Information 

Website: www.davidmtrubshaw.eu 

Email: davidmtrubshaw@hotmail.com 

‘Tree of Life I’ © David M Trubshaw 
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Eliza hafer 

Light filled, mysterious images emerge from the abstract patterns that Eliza creates  

‘‘Pelican’s Carnavale’ © Eliza Hafer 
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Eliza hafer 

Acrylics 

Over many years, Eliza has explored traditional as well as experimental techniques. Working in acrylics, she presents 

two different styles here. 

“I lived in the US for most of my life. Approaching retirement from working as a massage therapist,  I moved to 

Ecuador. After several years, while painting a series of sea animals, I decided to move to the Algarve in 2016. 

I love the luminosity of watercolour. So after switching to acrylics, I continued to paint with transparent pigments. The 

gradual process of layering, slowly enriching the colour, is very satisfying. In recent years, I’ve introduced more opaque 

paint as a contrast. I’ve worked in several different styles of drawing and painting over the past 50 years.” 

Eliza does not do commissions. 

Originals and professionally produced giclee prints are available from her studio in Tavira. Eliza’s website also includes 

an art blog.  

Contact Information 

Website: elizahafer.com  

E-mail: elizahafer@gmail.com 

 

Phone: (+351) 966 836 308 

Facebook Page: Eliza Hafer  

‘‘Seal and Friends’ ’ © Eliza Hafer 
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Geraldine tetlow-sequeira 

Up-cycling of pre-loved to re-loved furniture  

© Geraldine Tetlow-Sequeira 
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Geraldine tetlow-sequeira 

Up-cycling of furniture with chalk paint and wax.  

Geraldine is based here in the Algarve and up-cycles old Portuguese furniture. 

“Born in Zambia, schooled in Zimbabwe, Malawi and South Africa and having worked in Angola, Mozambique and 

Ethiopia, half of my heart is, and always will be, in Africa. The other half is here in Portugal, for after two years of 

travelling through Egypt, Israel and many Mediterranean countries I find there is no place like home … the Algarve. I 

live in the countryside with my husband, an ever fluctuating number of abandoned dogs and a myriad of ducks and 

geese (not for the pot!)” 

“Finding I have an increasing empathy for old Portuguese furniture that is well made and whose only failing perhaps is 

that it is too dark for the likes of some; I have turned my hand to up-cycling, and using chalk paint and wax, I have 

given new life to many interesting old pieces that were destined, dare I say, for the tip. 

Chalk paint is a lovely medium to work with, the furniture can be finished cleanly and evenly or distressed to highlight a 

hidden colour or the wood underneath, and then finished with a clear and/or a dark wax depending on the final brief. 

Pieces can have a paint wash applied, they can be stencilled; dry brushed; distressed; crackled; gilded; decoupaged … 

the list is probably as long as one’s imagination is wide. Colours can be used to complement existing furniture or to 

contrast with it; mixing bespoke colours serves to further increase the large palette choice one already has.” 

Geraldine is available for private commissions. If you are interested in commissioning or purchasing a piece please 

contact Geraldine using the contact information listed below.  

Contact Information 

Email: gtetlowsequeira@gmail.com 

Phone: +44 (0) 7955 449 302 UK Mobile 

© Geraldine Tetlow-Sequeira © Geraldine Tetlow-Sequeira 
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Geraldine tetlow-sequeira 

Bespoke Signs using Reclaimed Wood whenever possible 

© Geraldine Tetlow-Sequeira 
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Geraldine tetlow-sequeira 

Bespoke Signs  

Geraldine is based here in the Algarve and as well as up-cycling old Portuguese furniture she also makes bespoke 

original signs, often using reclaimed wood. 

“I have always been interested in calligraphy and now with the advent of so many fonts on the computer I am having a 

field day! I love quirky sayings and things that bring a smile. 

Have recently done all the place names and table names for a wedding,  I really enjoyed doing this. 

I am happy to make bespoke signs, any size, any colour, any font, any wording (within reason!) … I especially love to 

use reclaimed wood.” 

Geraldine is available for private commissions. If you are interested in commissioning or purchasing a piece please 

contact Geraldine using the contact information listed below. She also advertises pieces as they become available on 

various FaceBook sites such as ‘Anything and Everything Algarve’ and ‘Sell Your Stuff Algarve Dot Com’  

Contact Information 

Email: gtetlowsequeira@gmail.com 

Phone: +44 (0) 7955 449 302 UK Mobile 

© Geraldine Tetlow-Sequeira 
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Guida pereira 

Chinese and Portuguese influenced modern mixed media 

‘Buddha VIII’ © Guida Pereira  
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Guida pereira 

Mixed media and Acrylics 

Guida Pereira crashed into her art … literally. 

Following a car accident that led to the near loss of her left arm in 2003, Guida recovered, giving a whole new purpose 

to her right. 

Well into her rehabilitation, Guida began putting paintbrush to canvas, experimenting with acrylic, oil, organic textures 

and metallics. What resulted was the start of a collection demonstrating a fearless delivery of bold colour, fuelled by 

uninhibited emotion, learned experiences and nostalgia. 

Born December 7th, 1963 the self-taught artist takes inspiration from her birthplace, Macau, making her abstract style 

an eclectic mixture of Chinese and Portuguese influences. 

Far from a wreck, Guida’s work reflects her journey through life one canvas at a time – always starting from humble 

beginnings, but anticipating no end to her strokes. 

Guida’s work is shown in private collections and can be viewed and purchased by appointment.  

Contact Information 

Website: www.guidapereira.com 

Email: guidapainter@gmail.com 

 

Facebook Page: guidapereiraartist 

Instagram: guidaartist 

‘Brincar’ © Guida Pereira ‘Boatfish II’ © Guida Pereira 
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Karen wride 

An artist that is passionate about colour, techniques and teaching 

‘Love’ © Karen Wride 
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Karen wride 

Oils 

“I believe anyone can learn to draw and paint. All they need is someone to unlock their hidden talent – a talent that all 

of us possess. I’ve always loved art and was fortunate that my door has always been open, but I’m proud to say that I 

have managed to find the key to release the artist in every single person who has come to me for lessons. 

I teach people to look at the world differently, to see a whole spectrum of colours, lights and shades that previously 

they had overlooked. This is what I do in my paintings, bringing depth and drama into every conceivable subject, using 

different techniques, styles and perspectives. 

My own paintings capture a moment in time that was special to me, they may speak to you or not. For me that’s 

irrelevant. It’s for the love of art that I do them so it’s a bonus when others love them too. 

I am a largely self taught artist that is passionate about colour. I love to experiment with different techniques and am 

constantly re-inventing my ‘style’.  

I spent many years as a graphic designer and now split my time co-writing and designing the only English language 

gardening magazine in continental Europe – ‘Mediterranean Gardening and Outdoor Living’; as well as teaching art to 

enthusiasts from my small art studio.  

Karen’s work is currently displayed and on sale at the Corté Real Gallery at Paderne in the Algarve. 

You can also contact her direct and she is available for private commissions. 

Contact Information 

Website: www.karenwride.com 

Email: a2zdesign@mac.com 

Phone: (+351) 91 708 1893 

Facebook Page: First Class Art 

Instagram: firstclassartportugal 

First Class Art website:                                                     
www.first-class-art.com 

‘Espadrilles in the sand’ © Karen Wride 
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Kate evans 

An artist who uses a range of different paints and materials 

© Kate Evans 



Page 93                                                      www.algarve-art.com 

 

 

Kate evans 

Oils, Acrylics, Pastels, Ink, Watercolor, Pencil, Charcoal, Encaustic Wax  

“I took up art while living in the Middle East and started painting and drawing birds of prey particularly falcons which 

were very popular in the Gulf. From there I decided to study flowers and plants getting my diploma from the Society of 

Botanical Artists in England. However, living in Portugal full time has inspired me to paint more subjects such as marine 

and landscape subjects. Eventually I expanded my studies at the Museum School in Boca Raton, Florida and the Oregon 

College of Arts and Crafts in Portland, Oregon.  

As to my discipline, I like to combine technical accuracy with artistic license. I choose the technique to match the 

subject. I use oils, acrylic, pastel, ink, watercolor, colored pencil, charcoal, graphite and encaustic wax often mixing the 

media. It all depends on the subject and the effect that I want. I have even made clay pottery incising African scenes 

with animals and landscapes into the wet clay before firing. I also do tapestries on my loom. In short, I love to 

experiment with all mediums. To me art is art whether it uses classical techniques or more modern and I enjoy them all. 

I would find sticking to one subject or medium boring.”  

Kate currently has an exhibition of her work on sale at the Moldipoli Gallery near the InterMarché supermarket in Lagos 

from September 18 to November 18 2017  

Depending on her work schedule Kate will do commission work.  

Contact Information 

E-mail: kateevans00@yahoo.com 

Phone: (+351) 282 695 795 

© Kate Evans © Kate Evans 
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Kaye miller-dewing 

Historical/medieval themed paintings  

‘Knight and Horse’ © Kaye Miller-Dewing 
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Kaye miller-dewing 

Acrylics and sometimes Gouache Paintings  

“I’m a British artist living in the Algarve. I’ve been painting on and off since childhood and decided to devote more time 

to ‘being creative’ after obtaining a degree in philosophy some years ago. I have a keen interest in history and         

architecture and I hope this shows in my work.  My curious interest in the Knights Templar sees me returning to this 

theme again and again. The history of the Templars in Portugal, their transition into the Order of Christ, and the links to 

Prince Henry the Navigator and the Age of Discovery makes for fascinating study.  

I work predominantly in acrylic, sometimes gouache, and alternate between brush work and palette knives.  I mainly 

paint historical/medieval themed paintings, most notably Knights Templar, as part of my Crusades Series, but I have 

been known to knock out the odd viking.  I’m drawn to strong images, whether symbolic or representational, and I 

prefer my paintings to have a narrative.  It’s the mood, the ambience, the energy that I really love, so I try to imbue 

the finished piece with an innate life and sense of atmosphere.”  

Contact Information 

Email: kmd160163@googlemail.com 

Facebook Page: Kaye Miller-Dewing 
(Artist) 

Phone: (+351) 916 207 941 

 

Redbubble.com: kamide 

Pixels.com: Kaye Miller-Dewing : Art 

Deviantart: kamidewing 

Pinterest: Kaye-Miller-Dewing 

‘Siege of Ascalon’ © Kaye Miller-Dewing 
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Kerstin wagner 

Dynamic seascape paintings, and circle paintings created with pure pigments 

‘Into the Deep Blue II’ © Kerstin Wagner 
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Kerstin wagner 

Medium: Acrylics, Mixed Media, Pure Pigments 

Kerstin Wagner was born near Cologne, Germany and graduated in 1987 in Fine Art Painting in Bonn/Alfter and in 1989 

in ‘Art in Sozial Development’ at the Alanus Art Academy. She is member of the International Association of Art and the 

Algarve Artists Network. 

Her paintings emerge from the creative tension between Dynamic Expression and quiet meditation. Both are essential 

emotions in the understanding of Kerstin’s way of thinking, and her creative process leads to the blending of colour and 

movement in perfect harmony. 

Her artwork includes dynamic seascape paintings, in wet in wet acrylic technique and also circle paintings with pure 

pigments, which create a very deep velvet-like texture. 

Kerstin is available for private commissions, if it is compatible with her style, please contact her via email.  

Contact Information 

Website: kerstin-wagner-art.de 

Email: keriwa@web.de 

Phone/Whatsapp: (+351) 96 553 5474 

‘Bird of Paradise’ © Kerstin Wagner 
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Marie-helene piquart 

Intuitive Silk Prints and Paintings 

‘fond rose’ © Marie-Helene Piquart 



Page 99                                                      www.algarve-art.com 

 

 

Marie-helene piquart 

Mixed Media Paintings and Monotype Prints 

“I was born the 30th of January 1962 in Orleans a city 100km from Paris.  As a child I passed hours drawing and I    

always wanted to be a painter. I studied at the ‘École des Beaux-Arts’ art school in Paris. 

I left Paris in 1996 to live in the south of France, to be in nature and to paint. I found work in the decoration of         

festivals, and restoring wall paintings in churches, and I restored my house. When I arrived in Provence I was painting 

figuratively in a free way, then I wanted to be more free so I moved to abstract paintings. 

I made more and more exhibitions, but I did not want to run everywhere with my paintings, I am quite wild and really 

don’t like moving too much … So all the exhibitions I did were in the same region. Then I met someone, I sold my 

house, and we bought one in the Algarve, where I now live and paint. 

I work on monotype since 16 years, monotype means one unique imprint, I paint on a glass, with pigments and a    

medium, and I take an imprint with silk paper. Then I stick my silk papers one over the other on a canvas, sometimes I 

finish with dry pastel and of course varnish. 

It is an intuitive work, I like to be surprised myself by what comes.” 

You can find Marie-Helene’s work displayed and for sale in the LiR – Galeria de Arte art gallery in Lagoa. 

You can also view and purchase her work at her home in Carrapateira by appointment. 

Contact Information 

Website: mariehelenepiquart.com 

Email: contact@mariehelenepiquart.com 

Phone: (+351) 938 797 124 

Facebook Page: paintings peintures Marie
-Hélène Piquart 

‘Rythmes rouges’ © Marie-Helene Piquart ‘Poesie’ © Marie-Helene Piquart 
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Marlyn clarke 

Beautiful sunsets and sunrises, animals and subtle nudes  

© Marlyn Clarke 
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Marlyn clarke 

Medium: Oils 

“I started only 3 years ago with classes in oil painting from Karen Wride and now I am a self taught drawing artist. 

I love painting in oil.  People seem to like my paintings and I take commissions for pampered pets or seascapes, usually 

to match existing decor. My latest commission is for a large painting of The Penina Golf Hotel which is my work in 

progress.  I did a smaller one last year and did a limited edition print run and a printed canvas. A previous oil of The 

Penina is displayed in Auckland, New Zealand, the proud owner buying it on a golf trip to the Algarve. 

I like fine painting with attention to detail. I love beautiful sunsets and sunrises, animals and subtle nudes.” 

Marlyn is available for private commissions and her paintings can be purchased direct by contacting her via email.  

Paintings can also be viewed at her home by prior appointment.  

Contact Information 

Email: bootsred@aol.com 

Phone: (+351) 91 671 0870 

Facebook Page: Marlyn Clarke 

© Marlyn Clarke 
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Nicky whiteman 

Illustrations that are bright, fun and beautifully executed 

‘101 Boats 1’ © Nicky Whiteman  
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Nicky whiteman 

Mixed Media / Illustration  

Nicky has been an art practitioner since her schooling. She was taught in the disciplines of Fine Art, Graphic Design, 

Photography and Art History by the established artist, Sue Halloway, in the UK.  A year at Winchester School of Art saw 

Nicky move away from more mainstream fine art and start to explore more with photography, graphic design and   

computer manipulation. Today she describes her most typical works as bright, fun and illustrative, but occasionally she 

acknowledges she’s drawn back into the world of expressive fine art approaches and crafts. 

“Having been a creator or various forms of art over a long period of time I think it’s difficult to establish in which style of 

art my work really sits! I have ‘dipped my toe’ in so many areas now and believe very firmly in the value of              

experimentation. 

I love to combine art forms and materials, a crossing over of the rules if you like.  I suppose I struggle with style labels 

in principle really. Do I consider myself a fine artist? a photographer?, a graphic artist? who knows. Many of my works 

will begin as a vision in my head, then as a pencil outline on paper, then progress with the wonderful permanency of 

indian ink. From there, the work is scanned and becomes a virtual work and then the journey goes full circle as it     

returns to a printed canvas or other presentation.” 

Nicky’s work is available for sale and she is open to approaches for commissions in any style. Please contact her to   

discuss your interest.  

Contact Information 

Email: UP754774@myport.ac.uk 

Phone: (+351) 918 369 995                          

or (+44) 7397 549759 

‘Windmill’ © Nicky Whiteman ‘Bob Regrets The Stork Selfie’ © Nicky Whiteman 
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Patty den boer 

Patterns, Structure and Nature combined 

‘grafic nature’ © Patty Den Boer 
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Patty den boer 

Acrylics 

Patty is a self-taught artist who lives and works by intuition, and always sees the structure and patterns in everything. 

In her colourful story paintings, you can see her eye for fabric patterns, which relates to her working career travelling 

the world as a dresser with the Nederlands Dans Theater company. 

The joy of the idea of living in a treehouse resulted in her creating her ‘dreamhouse’ sculptures a couple of years ago; 

and she is now creating her own real life ‘living art project’ in the East Algarve together with her teenage daughter and 

husband who travels the world as a lighting designer. 

Acrylic paintings gives her the most pleasure but she also enjoys paper collages and discovering natural materials. 

Nature is her greatest inspiration source, she enjoys looking for the relationship between humans and nature in all 

forms and somehow she manage to transform the darkness into the light.  

You can contact Patty to arrange to view and buy her work from her Home Studio, and she also regularly exhibits 

across the Algarve. You can contact her using the information below to find out more about her upcoming exhibitions.  

Contact Information 

Website: www.pattydenboer.weebly.com 

Email: pattypat@xs4all.nl 

‘reinigings ritueel’ © Patty Den Boer 
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Penny coombs 

Landscape paintings reflecting subtle changes in colour and light 

‘Spring Time’ © Penny Coombs 
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Penny coombs 

Acrylics, Watercolours, Oils, Pastels 

“I have recently retired from teaching and moved to the Algarve, having worked as a primary school teacher in Devon.  

My painting is a personal response to my experience of landscape. My style is painterly, reflecting subtle changes in  

colour and light. Previously my work has focused on the Atlantic coastline and countryside in south West England. I am 

interested to see how the vibrancy of colour experienced here in Portugal will affect my work.”  

Penny’s work is available for sale – contact the artist direct for more information.  

Penny is available for private commissions.  

Contact Information 

Email: pennycoombs3@gmail.com 

Phone: +44 (0) 796 899 1824 UK Mobile 

Facebook Page: Penny Coombs 

Instagram: pennycoombs3 

‘Atlantic Cliffs’ © Penny Coombs ‘Atlantic Summer’ © Penny Coombs 
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Sandie croft 

Gentle watercolours, which are detailed and full of life  

‘Matt Lester’ © Sandie Croft 
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Sandie croft 

Watercolours and Acrylics 

Sandie is a semi-professional artist living in the beautiful Algarve town of Praia Da Luz where she lives with her musician 

husband Ray. 

She has drawn and painted from an early age and managed to combine her busy career as a professional singer with 

her passion for painting. These days Sandie spends more time painting and can often be spotted out and about painting 

“en plein air”. 

Sandie’s watercolour paintings are a reflection of life in and around the Algarve , ranging from soft ethereal wet in wet 

landscapes & flower studies to colourful & detailed still life & miniature work. Sandie also has a keen interest in        

portraiture and is available for commission work for portraits of people or pets in watercolour. 

Her acrylic work tends to be on a larger scale and this work is mostly by commission. Sandie recently completed a large 

canvas of the Fortaleza Da Luz which can be seen hanging above the Bar in the Baronial Hall restaurant. 

Sandie teaches watercolours every Thursday morning in Praia Da Luz & can be contacted for further information via the 

links below. 

Contact Information 

Website: www.sandiecroftart.com 

Email: sandie.croft@gmx.com 

Phone: (+351) 912 149 839 

 

Facebook Page:sandiecroftartist 

Twitter: sandiecroft 

 

‘Garden Chair’ © Sandie Croft ‘Fruit Reflection’ © Sandie Croft 
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Tiago manuel rocha 

Vibrant and Passionate mixed-media Abstract Paintings 

‘Derelicts’ © Tiago Manuel Rocha 
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Tiago manuel rocha 

Mixed Media 

Tiago is a self-taught painter. He is a Tourism Graduate, born and raised in the Algarve.  

Tiago works with a wide range of mediums and preferably on a big scale, although he has also created several smaller 

sized works . From canvases to wood, paper to mirrors, old vinyl records and collages, his work is figurative with      

abstract influences overall. The artist lives and works in Faro.  

Tiago recently held a solo exhibition of his work entitled ‘Acalanto – Exposição de Tiago Rocha’ at the Santo António 

Monastery in Loulé, 2017.  

For information about how to buy his work please contact the artist by e-mail. Tiago is also available for commissions.  

Contact Information 

E-mail: tmcrocha@gmail.com 

Facebook Page: tiagomanuelrochaart 

Instagram: @tiagomanuelrocha 

‘The Beekeeper’ © Tiago Manuel Rocha 

 

Click the logo here to 

visit his Algarve-Art 

website page 

mailto:tmcrocha@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/tiagomanuelrochaart/
https://www.instagram.com/tiagomanuelrocha/?hl=en
https://algarve-art.com/art/tiago-manuel-rocha/
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Tracy-jane pooler 

Vibrant, colourful and engaging mixed-media work 

‘Woodland Walk’ © Tracy-Jane Pooler 



Page 113                                                      www.algarve-art.com 

 

 

Tracy-jane pooler 

Acrylics, watercolours, pastels, mixed media  

“Originally from Shropshire but now based in Salir, I am lucky to say I have some of the most beautiful scenery on my 

doorstep to inspire me. I have travelled throughout the UK and Europe, which I feel comes out in my colourful work. 

I would describe my work as vibrant, colourful, sometimes expressive with its foundations firmly based on Realism. I try 

not to get too caught up in making my work look like a photograph, but I do believe that when you are commissioned 

to create a portrait or landscape, it should resemble its subject closely. The big difference is, I like to capture life and 

energy in my work, something which is often missing in photography. Also with my commissions, I can combine subtle 

tones and symbols, meaningful to my clients that a photograph alone cannot incorporate. 

Since I am now permanently based in the Algarve, I will be working more on developing my own mixed media and   

textured landscape art. I will use the colours and natural landscape here in the Algarvian Serras, as the driving force 

behind my work, and I am looking forward to seeing where this journey leads me.” 

As a fully qualified art tutor, Tracy-Jane is currently searching for possible venues throughout the Algarve to run new 

workshops and classes. She is also available for demonstrations and teaching for pre-existing groups, and she is always 

available for private commissions. You can contact her direct for more information or to commission her for a painting.  

Contact Information 

Website: www.tjpart.co.uk 

Email: tjepooler@gmail.com 

Phone: (+351) 968 126 536 

 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/tjpooler 

Twitter: tjepooler 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/tjpart 

‘Brusho Daisies’ © Tracy-Jane Pooler ‘Sally Portrait’ © Tracy-Jane Pooler 

 

Click the logo here to 

visit her Algarve-Art 

website page 

http://www.tjpart.co.uk/
mailto:tjepooler@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/tjpooler
https://twitter.com/tjepooler
https://www.instagram.com/tjpart
https://algarve-art.com/art/tracy-jane-pooler/
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Wendy frost 

A dedicated dog-lover that loves to capture them on canvas 

© Wendy Frost 



Page 115                                                      www.algarve-art.com 

 

 

Wendy frost 

Mixed Media 

“I have lived in the Algarve for 9 years, after living in France before that. I am dedicated dog lover, helping in re-

homing many dogs from the Algarve to good homes here and abroad. 

In my spare time, I love to paint, mainly acrylics on canvas. Hope you enjoy my art. 

I paint mainly animals, especially dogs. I do commissions, please get in touch if you would like a price. I normally work 

with acrylic on canvas.”  

Wendy is available for private commissions, please e-mail her for a price.  

Contact Information 

Email: wendy.frost@yahoo.co.uk 

Phone: (+351) 282 332 152 

Facebook Page: Jigsaw Art 

© Wendy Frost 

 

Click the logo here to 

visit her Algarve-Art 

website page 

mailto:wendy.frost@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Jigsaw-Art-1704887099817306/
https://algarve-art.com/art/wendy-frost/
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Inside the next issue 

The 2nd annual sovereign Algarve students prize 

We talk to the Sovereign Team here in the Algarve about their amazing 2018 Algarve Students Art 

Prize Competition, and find out how you can be involved too supporting this worthwhile initiative. 

Kaye miller-dewing 

We find out more about this talented artist 

and her fabulous medieval-themed paintings. 

Cliff martin tuson 

We interview this enigmatic and engaging 

Algarve artist, who continues to redefine his 

art with every brush stroke. 

Alexis strong 

We look behind the scenes and discover how 

this Ceramic Artist works and we also ask her 

about her Santa Fe roots. 
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Inside the 

studio 

With patty 

den boer 

A TO z    

directory 

of art and     

artists 

Classes and  

workshops 

Exhibitions 

and events 

Our next 

edition will 

include all of  

our regular 

 features ... 

With sandie 

croft 

Tracy-jane pooler 

Art tutor and artist combined. We find out 

more about this colourful artist’s work and her 

teaching plans for the Algarve. 

And we have 

lots more new 

things planned 

for the future 

too! 

New members 

We are accepting new applications all the time, 

so expect to be introduced to even more 

fabulous artists of all genres in the next edition 

of our magazine due out in early January 2018. 

https://algarve-art.com/
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